Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 08335 201048Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO NRC-05 SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO EB-08 DOE- 15 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 USIA-06 OES-07 SP-02 
SS-15 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 /128 W 

060036 201310Z/53 

R 200945Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1902 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 8335 

EO 211652: NA 
TAGS: ENRG BENC TH 

SUBJECT: RTG-UNION TIL GASE PRICE NEGOTIATIONS 

RES: BANGKOK 6680 

1 . UNION OIL REPS GREENWALT (V.P. FOR THAILAND) AND ROETHKE 
(NATURAL GAS EXPERT FROM LOS ANGELES) MET INCONCLUSIVELY WITH 
RTG'S GAS PRICING SUBCOMMITTEE MARCH 15 AND ALAIN MARCH 17. 

WWM MINISTER OF INDUSTRY KASEM WAS NOT ABLE, OR CHOSE NOT, TO 
SCHEDULE MEETING WHICH GREE WALT AND ROETHKE REQUESTED FOR 
ASTERNOON MARCH 17. HOWEVER, MINISTER SENT WORD HE WILL: 

(1) BE IN TOUCH WITH GREENWALT SOON, AND (2) PROBABLY URGE 
THAT UNION SEND HIGH-RANKING REP TO DISCUSS OVERALL SITUATION 
WITH MINISTER. 

3. ROETHKE DEPARTED FOR LOS ANGELES MARCH 19. HE WILL REC 
MMEND 

THAT UNION SCHEDULE SENIOR VP BURKE TO MEET WITH KASEM IF AND 
WHEN MINISTER PROPOSES THAT HIGH-LEVEL TALKS BE HELD. 
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4. ALTHOUGH THERE 

WERE NO BREAKTHROUGHS IN BANGKOK 
TALKS, ROETHKE APPEARS 
CONVINCED THAT PRICE AGREEMENT 

WILL BE REACHED SOON. HE SAID IT IS EPIDENT FROM INTERNAL 

WORKINGS OF GAS PRICE SUBCOMMITTEE THAT MINISTER KASEM'S 
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PRESE CE IS BELINNING TO MAKE ITSELF FELT. ROETHKE 
COMPLAINED AGAIN, HOWEPER, THAT CHAIRMAN OF PRICE SUB- 
COMMITTEE (WHO IS EIRECTOR-GENERAL OF NATIONAL E ERGY 
AUTHORITY) IS ILL-INFORMED ON NATURAL GAS ISSUES AND 
DOES NOT PREPARE HIMSELF WELL FOR MEETI GS WITH UNION. 

HE EXPRESSED 

HOPE THAT MINISTER KASEM WILL TAUE 
I CREASINGLY DIRECT ROLE IN PRICE TALKS. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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